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A 40-year Conrail employee, Earl Claar, who operated a derrick at
Hollitﬁysb confirmed the puncturing of drums. His affidavit de-
scribed how he would drive the derrick around the plant, spilling the
liquid (;)n dirt roads for dust control and dumping tﬁc balance on the
round.

2 A “slop truck” driver, Thomas Kleiner said he emptied tanks of
degreasers and solvents with his vacuum truck and discharged about
2,000 gallons a day in fields or on the road at the reclamation plant.
Kleiner testified that Conrail was aware that the “slop” was dangerous
— creams and Vaseline were made available to employees to ease skin
irritation and rashes from chemical exposure.

Following the dramatic testimony, James Seif, secretary of the Penn-
sylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), ordered
Conrail to clean up the site. “This is the largest illegal hazardous waste
site we've discovered in Pennsylvania in the last 10 years,” he said in a
press release. Conrail will be required to identify, characterize and clas-
sify all the waste created at the site. And this time, says Seif, proper
handling will be required. However, in keeping with the Ri(fge
administration’s doctrine of corporate non-interferenoe he added, “We
think the cleanup of the reclamation plant at Hollidaysburg can occur
without closing the facility.”

Hollidaysburg may be the largest site discovered to dare, but un-
confirmed reports from landowners and environmental groups list many
unofficial and potentially illegal dump sites and landfills in desperate
need of DEP attention. The dilemma for environmentalists is twofold:
although the sites may pose a grave danger for people and livestock,
many are technically legal, and the DEP under Gov. Tom Ridge, they
claim, is reluctant to penalize companies for environmental infractions.

Toxic Legacy
Before the late 1960s, the dumping of unwanted industrial byproducts
and waste was commonplace. Little or no documentation was required
for a company to dump on its own property, and hidden ravines fre-
uently became convenient receptacles for unwanted waste. Many of
31ose sites have changed hands several times since their days as casual
dump sites, and no records are available listing the discarded materials.
Current owners may not even be aware of what's buried beneath their
land. Pollutants are only now beginning to leach into water tables,
contaminate topsoil, or worse, find their way into agricultural crops.
Case in point: Recently, an ailing, 69-year-old B:Sér County farmer
wrote to the governor that his cows are dying. “Two years ago I came to
know that my farm of 146 acres, which I purchased 25 years ago,
contained a landfill,” wrote farmer Joe Checiak, “[a] municipal gar-
bage dump. Through all the title searches, etc., it was never revealed to
me

The Ridge administration ordered DEP Regional Manager John
Fruehstorfer to contact Chechak about his problem. Fruehstorfer in-
formed Chechak that, yes, he remembered that in the *60s there was a
landfill in that area that served a couple of garbage haulers, and it was
open for public dumping. Unfortunately, prior to 1968, no licensing



